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Name: ________________________________# _____                                         Period: ____ 

The Language Arts Exam is scheduled for JUNE 14;  7: 45           CAFETERIA         LARGE GYM 

1. genre – It is a form of LITERATURE/WRITING. Ex. Poetry, Drama, etc. 

2. plot – This includes the EVENTS/ACTIONS  in a story.  It includes the exposition, 

 conflict, climax and resolution. 

3. theme – It is the main IDEA/”Lesson” of a piece of literature. 

          4. irony – It is the OPPOSITE of what’s expected. 

5. protagonist – This is the MAIN character. 

            6. climax – This is the  TURNING point in a plot.  

(The point at which the  main conflict has been decided.) 

7. setting – This is the TIME and place of a story.       

   8. characterization – The way a character IS DESCRIBED.                       

9. conflict – It is the OPPOSING elements in a plot. It is the problem the main character has to 

overcome.   It can be internal or external.  It can be man vs. man,  man vs. nature, man vs. 

supernatural, and/or man vs. himself. 

10. resolution – This is the END/SOLUTION of secondary conflict.   

11. flashback – It is when you jump BACK IN TIMEin a story. 

12. foreshadowing – This includes HINTS/CLUES about what’s to come. 

13. Point of View – This is the PERSPECTIVE/NARRATION from which a story is written. 

 *First Person – One CHARACTER reveals thoughts using I, me, my, etc. (INSIDE NARRATOR) 

 *Third-Person– AN OUTSIDE   NARRATOR tells the story of what he/she sees/hears. 

14. tone – It is the author’s ATTITUDE toward the subject or audience. 

15. mood – This is the total FEELING in a literary work. 

16. connotation – This is an emotional or CULTURAL meaning.   

         Ex. thrifty vs. penny-pinching 

17. denotation – This is the LITERAL meaning of a word. 

18. paraphrase - TO REWRITE  in one’s own words. 
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19. inference – This is when the reader draws a CONCLUSION based on information given 

 by the author. 

20. imagery – This is when  DESCRIPTIVE words are used to give a mental picture.  

21. figurative language – This is language that goes beyond the LITERAL. 

22. stanza – This is a VERSE  in a poem.  SECTION 

23. rhyme – This is REPEATED syllable sounds.  It can be  internal or end. 

24. rhythm – This is a pattern of STRESSEDand unstressed sounds. 

25. rhyme scheme – It is a PATTERN of sounds. (Ex. AABB OR ABCB) 

26. repetition REPEATED WORDS for effect. 

27. narrative poetry – It tells a STORY. 

28. hyperbole – This is an extreme EXAGGERATION  

   Ex.  “I’m so hungry, I can eat a horse.” 

30. simile – This is a COMPARISON using like or as.    

 Ex. My students are like trees, strong and proud. 

31. metaphor – This is a COMPARISON without using like or as.   

 Ex. My students are trees, standing strong and proud against the wind. 

32. alliteration – This is  REPEATED consonant sounds. 

 Ex.  _________________________________________ (create your own example) 

33. personification – Human CHARACTERISTICSare given to objects or ideas.   

 Ex. Jealousy raised its ugly head. 

34. onomatopoeia – This is a word that MIMICS its sound.  Ex. Buzz, Cracked! 

35. symbol – This is a word or PICTUREthat stands for something else.   

          Ex. The Star of David represents Judaism  
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FACT VS. OPINION 
Read each statement and then circle whether it is a fact or opinion.   

Explain your answer. 

 
36.  The fastest land dwelling creature is the Cheetah.       Fact   Opinion    

Explain ________PROVEN BY MEASURING SPEED_________________________________________________  

37.  Oranges contain both calcium and vitamin C.   Fact   Opinion    

Explain  PROVABLE______________________________________________________________________ 

38.  George Washington was the first President of the United States.        Fact   Opinion    

Explain  PROVABLE______________________________________________________________________ 

39.  The ugliest sea creature is the manatee.            Fact   Opinion    

Explain  NOT ABLE TO BE PROVEN__________________________ 

40.  Chuck Norris has already been to Mars. That’s why there are no signs of life.          Fact   Opinion    

Explain_ NOT ABLE TO BE PROVEN__________________________ 

41.  There seems to be too much standardized testing in public schools.                         Fact   Opinion    

Explain ____ NOT ABLE TO BE PROVEN_______________________________________________________ 

42.  Prison is one of the worst places on the planet.                                Fact   Opinion    

Explain ___ NOT ABLE TO BE PROVEN_________________________________________________________ 

43.  It is wrong for people under the age of 21 to drink alcohol.                                         Fact   Opinion    

Explain   Since the word ‘wrong’ is used instead of illegal, it is hard to prove wrong.  It depends on where and when. For ex. 

The drinking age in Canada is 19 so therefore it is not wrong in Canada.  

READING COMPREHENSION 

Fiction   Read the following passage “Show and Tell” and answer the questions below.  
 

“Show and Tell” 
Jordan’s blog, “Behind the Scenes,” was a must-read at Raymond High. Since the first day as a freshman 

when he attended what would be only one of numerous drama club meetings, Jordan wrote and vlogged (video 

blogged) about what happened behind the scenes to produce the department’s massive plays. What made his 

blog so popular is that he not only showed fun times, but also told not-so-glamorous stories. He got away with it 
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because, while he used video clips to show the best side of his friends, he never named names when revealing 

some of the less flattering details. Of course, everyone in the school enjoyed guessing whom he was talking 

about, but no one in the club would disclose the real identities. If asked, drama club members would often be 

heard saying, “Please!  That could have been any one of us. We’re all divas!” 

By the next year, Jordan’s blog had hundreds of followers. Incoming freshman were eager to sign up for 

drama, thanks in part to its exposure on the World Wide Web. 

The drama department’s last and biggest production of the year, the school musical, was about to hold 

auditions. Everyone agreed that Jordan was a shoe-in for the lead role. One thing Jordan had never done on the 

blog was to highlight the audition process. Though the director wouldn’t allow him to videotape his actual 

audition, Jordan posted videos from the moments leading up to the audition and the moment after it so that 

people could get a better sense of how nerve-wrecking audition day was for those involved.  

His entries from the day received more hits than any other post. He was so confident he had landed a 

good role in the play that he made the very brave decision of live streaming the moment the cast list was 

posted. For the first time since he had started the blog, his friends were not on board; they felt that such an 

emotional moment should be kept private. Jordan’s arrogance won out over his good sense, and for better or 

worse, everyone would know the part he got the moment he did.  

Jordan’s younger sister agreed to the task of recording his reaction and broadcasting it live. “The 

moment is here, you guys,” his sister whispered to the camera. Like a parting sea, everyone made way for 

Jordan as he walked up to the cast list. The camera zoomed in on his face as he read it.  

“Chorus?!” Jordan yelled. “I get a part in the lousy chorus while can’t-carry-a-tune-to-save-his-life Peter 

gets the lead?” 

“Um, Jordan,” his sister whispered, “Remember we’re streaming?” 

Whether Jordan didn’t hear or didn’t care wasn’t certain, but either way, he continued his rant, actually 

ripping the list off the wall and throwing it on the floor. 

The hundreds of people tuning in were shocked to see Jordan’s behavior. “This is just an act, right?” To 

get more viewers or something?” they asked each other. But if it was, it backfired. Appalled by his behavior, 

Jordan’s hundreds of followers dropped to less than fifty in a matter of hours, and he slunk behind the scenes 

where he stayed for the rest of his high-school career.  

44. The author’s main purpose for writing the passage, Show and Tell was . . . ? 

a)  to inform others about drama club  
b)  to persuade others to create blogs and vlogs (video blogs) 
c)  to entertain others by sharing Jordan’s unfortunate story 

 d)  to persuade others to join drama club  

45. Which theme or central idea best fits with the passage,  Show and Tell?  

a) It’s always a good idea to listen to your family.  
b) Joining a school club helps you become a more responsible student.  
c) Never let your attitude cloud your good sense.  
d) Never disrespect or hurt others, especially on camera.  
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46. Which details add tension to the climax? 

a) “Incoming freshmen were eager to join drama club.” 

b) “Like a parting sea, everyone made way for Jordan as he walked up to the cast list.”  

c) “Jordan’s blog, “Behind the Scenes”, was a must-read at Raymond High.” 

d) “Jordan’s arrogance won out over his good sense, and for better or worse, everyone would know the 

part he got the moment he did.” 

 

47. Read the following passage,  “Appalled by his behavior, Jordan’s hundreds of followers dropped to less than 

fifty in a matter of hours, and he slunk behind the scenes where he stayed for the rest of his high-school career. “ 

Appalled can best be replaced with which of the following words…? 

a) disgusted 

b) overjoyed 

c) excited 

d) confused 

48. The setting can best be described as…   

a) on the Internet  

b) Raymond High 

c) school  

d) Jordan’s house 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

Non-fiction Read the following excerpt taken from Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel’s speech for the 

Seventh White House Millennium Evening given on April 12, 1999. Then, answer the questions that follow. 
 
 What is indifference?  Etymologically, the word means “no difference.”  A strange and unnatural state in 

which the lines blur between light and darkness, dusk and dawn, crime and punishment, cruelty and 

compassion, good and evil.  What are its courses and inescapable consequences?  Is it a philosophy?  Is there a 

philosophy of indifference conceivable?  Can one possibly view indifference as a virtue?  Is it necessary at times 

to practice it simply to keep one’s sanity, live normally . . . 

 Of course, indifference can be tempting—much more than that, seductive.  It is so much easier to look 

away from victims.  It is so much easier to avoid such rude interruptions to our work, our dreams, our hopes.  It 

is, after all, awkward, troublesome, to be involved in another person’s pain and despair.  Yet, for the person 

who is indifferent, his or her neighbors are of no consequence.  And, therefore, their lives are meaningless.  

Their hidden or even visible anguish is of no interest.  Indifference reduces the other to an abstraction . . . 

 . . . In a way, to be indifferent to that suffering is what makes the human being inhuman.  Indifference, 

after all, is more dangerous than anger and hatred.  Anger can at times be creative.  One writes a great poem, a 

great symphony.  One does something special for the sake of humanity because one is angry at the injustice that 

one witnesses.  But indifference is never creative.  Even hatred at times may elicit a response.  You fight it.  You 

denounce it.  You disarm it. 
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 Indifference elicits no response.  Indifference is not a response.  Indifference is not a beginning; it is an 

end. And, therefore, indifference is always the friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor—never his 

victims, whose pain is magnified when he or she feels forgotten.  The political prisoner in his cell, the hungry 

children, the homeless refugees—not to respond to their plight, not to relieve their solitude by offering them a 

spark of hope is to exile them from human memory.  And in denying their humanity, we betray our own.  

 Indifference, then, is not only a sin, it is a punishment.  And this is one of the most important lessons of 

this outgoing century’s wide-ranging experiments in good and evil.  
 

49. What is the main idea of Elie Wiesel’s speech? 
A.  There are many interesting lessons to be learned from world history. 
B.  Words can hurt more than actions; think before you speak. 
C.  Not caring about the suffering of others is a danger to our humanity. 
D.  Art is a powerful way to express emotions and beliefs.  

 
50. Which of the following statements is not an inference that can be made from Elie Wiesel’s speech? 
  A.  He believed indifference can be more hurtful than anger. 
 B.  His views were based on his personal experiences in the Holocaust. 
 C.  He believed it was difficult for most people to be indifferent. 
 D. He believed indifference benefits bullies and villains, not their victims.   
 
51. In his speech, Elie Wiesel said,  
“The political prisoner in his cell, the hungry children, the homeless refugees—not to respond to their plight, not 
to relieve their solitude by offering them a spark of hope is to exile them from human memory.”  
How can the word “exile” be defined? 
 A. to create a forced absence 
 B. to feel an intense sadness 
 C. to remember something suddenly 
 D. to see something clearly  
 
52.  The purpose of Elie Wiesel’s speech was  . . . ? 
 A. to inform others about the causes of World War II 
 B. to persuade others to recognize indifference as a danger 
 C. to entertain others with his war stories of survival 
 D. to narrate a specific experience he had in Auschwitz 
 
53.  By using the word “indifference” over and over again in his speech, Elie Wiesel encourages us to think about 
the meaning of this word.  What literary element is he using in this manner? 
 A. repetition 
 B. alliteration 
 C. allusion 
 D. personification 
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READING COMPREHENSION 

Poetry Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.  

The Horseman 
By Gretchen Schol 

My grandfather owned 

The last livery stable 

In Long Prairie, Minnesota. 

He kept the workhorses, 

The Shires and Clydesdales 

That they used to use 

For logging, until the last 

Farmer got a Ford truck 

And waved at my grandfather 

As he stood by his stable.  

  He sold the horses; the 

Barn went for lumber. 

And the old man went 

Home from the livery stable 

For the last time. He bought 

A Ford and learned to drive it. 

But he would never start it 

Without flicking invisible reins, 

And when he braked, he always 

Closed his eyes and whispered, “Whoa.” 

 

54. The poem is written from the point of view of a  

A. character in the poem who plays a major role 

B. character in the poem who is not involved in the events 

C. narrator who has a personal connection to the poem 

D. narrator who discusses the events from an impersonal position 

 

  55. Read these lines from the poem:    

…He bought  

A Ford and learned to drive it. 

But he would never start it 

Without flicking invisible reins, 

What do these lines imply about the main character in the poem? 

A. He is unwilling to let go of the past 

B.  He is frustrated by the steering wheel.  

C.  He is annoyed that he cannot change old habits. 

D.  He is worried that he will forget how to drive a wagon.  

 

  56. Which statement suggests that the main character in the poem has begun to accept the changes in life? 

A. He learns to drive. 

B.  He owns a livery stable. 

C. He keeps his workhorses for a while. 

D. He pretends he is driving a wagon. 

 57. Which lines from the poem does the poet use to imply a time period that has since passed away? 

        A. “The last livery stable/ In Long Prairie, Minnesota.”   

                    B. “He kept the workhorses, / The Shires and Clydesdale” 

        C. “….waved at my grandfather / As he stood by his stable.” 

        D. “…He bought / A Ford and learned to drive it.” 

 

      58. Which technique is used throughout the poem? 

       A. rhyme 

       B. repetition 

       C. free verse 

       D. common rhythm 
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GENRE STUDY 
Complete the chart below. 

 Genre Key Elements 
What identifies this type 

of writing? 

Example 
Write a title  

5

59. Nonfiction 

 

Informational/factual The Diary of Anne Frank 

American Nation (textbook) 

Life Science(textbook) 

6

60. 

 

Historical 

Fiction 

 

Setting is a true historical 

time period. 

Prisoner B-3087 

Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

Sophia’s War 

6

61. Realistic 

Fiction 

 

Setting and characters 

are like real life and 

contemporary 

Wednesday Wars 

The Outsiders 

Trash 

6

62. 

Science 

Fiction 

 

Setting is not a real place, 

often in the future. 

Usually there is 

technology not invented 

yet.   

Back to the Future 

Star Wars 

Divergent 

Hunger Games 

6

63. 

6 

Fantasy 

 

Setting is unreal, elements of 

magic, talking animals, wizards, 

fairies, etc.  

Harry Potter 

Wizard of Oz 

The Hobbit 
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6

64. 
Mystery 

 

The main problem is a 

crime that needs to be 

solved. 

The Westing Game 

Nancy Drew 

 

6

65. 

 Biography 

 

True story told about a 

person’s life. Third 

person point of view. 

(non-fiction) 

 

6

66. 

Autobiography 

 

True story told about a 

person’s life by that 

person.  First person 

point of view.  

(nonfiction) 

 

6

67. Newspaper 

Article 

 

Factual information that 

is about current events. 

(nonfiction) 

Buffalo News 

LMS Gazette 

 

68. 

Myth 

 

The purpose of a myth was to 

explain something in the 

natural world. Gods and 

goddesses as well as other 

unusual creatures are present.  

Quicksilver 

Arachne 

Percy Jackson 
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IDENTIFY THE GENRE 
Read the following scenes and decide which genre they would most likely fall into.  
 
69.  After searching all day, Bobby was exhausted.  It didn’t’ look like they were going to find Fluffy, the   family’s cat. She 

often disappeared for an afternoon into the woods behind the house.  But, no one had seen her since yesterday. His sister, 

Maddy, who had just come home from her job at Tim Horton’s, joined him in the search.  

  

 A. science fiction 

 B. realistic fiction 

 C. non-fiction 

 D. fantasy  

 

70.  Quark had to finally admit he was lost. The purple moon shone high in the sky and the yellow crescent was 

disappearing behind the blue and white spotted, wispy leaves of the gotaible trees. Earlier that day he had told his 

mentoring wardens he would be back by the keeping, but now fear began to creep up his spine. 

  

 A. news article 

 B. biography 

 C. science fiction 

 D. mystery 

 

71. Marcus and Justine were near the river when the handsome god Mercury appeared. Mercury had his eyes on the 

beautiful Justine and needed to get Marcus out of the way. “Marcus, Apollo wants you to attend him on Mount Olympus and 

represent him at the celebration for Athena.  You will be his royal attendant!”  Marcus, not realizing Mercury’s deception, 

was flattered. “I have heard one needs an escort to pass through the gates of Mount Olympus.  Are you to be my escort?”  

Mercury’s devious mind thought quickly, “No, I will give you this olive tree branch as a sign.”   

  

 A. science fiction 

 B. realistic fiction 

 C. non-fiction 

 D. myth 

 

72. The Great Lakes create a large part of the border between the United States and Canada.  This border has been a great 

boon to the economies of both countries with many people and goods passing across the border every day.  

  

 A. science fiction 

 B. realistic fiction 

 C. non-fiction 

 D. myth 

 

73. Billy knew he needed to hide when he saw the overseer at a distance, kicking up dust as his horse galloped along the 

road. Not that he was fearful for himself, but his parents had told him many times that he wasn’t to fraternize with the slaves. 

But, Joby had been raised in the house up until last summer and Billy still considered him his best friend. Today they had 

had a chance to go squirrel hunting with their slingshots, and Billy loved running free in the woods with his childhood 

companion.  

  

 A. autobiography 

 B. realistic fiction 

 C. non-fiction 

 D. historic fiction 
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CONVENTIONS 
Rewrite the following sentences using the correct use of capitalization, commas, apostrophes, and quotations.  

Highlight all of your changes for class discussion! 

 
74.  This Summer I am taking a Math class at harvard university. 

This summer I am taking a math class at Harvard University.  

75.  The map showed the treasure buried to the West of north carolina. 

The map showed the treasure buried to the west of North Carolina.  

76.  Yes I love eating, spinach. 

Yes, I love eating spinach. 

77.  Lillian my daughter has a dance class this evening. 

Lillian, my daughter, has a dance class this evening. 

78.  When, I drink too much caffeineI start to get, a headache. 

When I drink too much caffeine, I start to get a headache.  

79 The sisters bedroom was a total mess and they both admitted the cake fight was a bad idea while washing 

the frosting off the walls. 

The sisters’ bedroom was a total mess and they both admitted… 

80.  “Dexters laboratory is one creepy place” melissa noted. 

“Dexter’s laboratory is one creepy place,” Melissa noted.  

81.  Isnt there an old saying Every Dog has it’s day?   

Isn’t there an old saying, “Every dog has its day?”  NOTE: its = possessive   it’s = it is 

82. “When I need a vacation remarked Mrs. Manley. I head West to california.” 

“When I need a vacation,” remarked Mrs. Manley.  “I head west to California.” 

83.  Lets go eat grandma jones. 

“Let’s go eat, Grandma Jones.” 
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84.  I like cooking my family and my pets. 

I like cooking, my family and my pets.  

85.  The shop sells boys and girls clothing. 

The shop sells boys’ and girls’ clothing.  

86.  Andrew declared This Summer its all going to be about baseball! 

Andrew declared, “This summer it’s all going to be about baseball!”  

AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 
INFORM:  This can also be called expository or explanatory writing. This writing makes factual information clear 
and understandable    Ex. a research paper, most essays 

 
ENTERTAIN:  Most narrative writing, writing that tells a story or gives an account of something, is meant for 
entertainment. So this means that the narrative genres of writing such as science fiction, contemporary or 
realistic fiction, fantasy, etc. are meant to entertain.  Ex. Hunger Games, The Outsiders, Out of the Dust, 
Keesha’s House, etc.  

 
PERSUADE: This is writing that tries to change the opinion or influence the action of the reader 

Ex. a lawyer’s closing statement, a political campaign speech, editorial 
 
87. A zoologist studies animals. The word comes from zoo- which means animal.  Years ago places that we call 
zoos were originally called zoological gardens.  Many zoos need animal specialists, called zoologists, to care for 
their animals.  Other zoologists work in national parks around the world to manage the wildlife.  
  A. to entertain 
 B. to persuade 
 C. to inform 
 
88.  What Emma needed to do was just avoid Marcia at all costs. There was no talking to her. Marcia was so mad 
after seeing Emma walking home with David, that she couldn’t even explain the situation.  So, fine.  Let Marcia 
be mad.  Emma would spend time with David and they would just see what would happen.  If only David knew 
what Emma really wanted… 
 A. to entertain 
 B. to persuade 
 C. to inform 
 
89.  The best performance shoe is the Bullet!   The fastest runners in the world have worn this running shoe to 
win, win, win!  After many years of research, and shoe construction experimentation, the Bullet is the most 
technologically advanced shoe on the market.  
  A. to entertain 
  B. to persuade 
  C. to inform 
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WRITTEN RESPONSE-SHORT ANSWER 
Read the notes below. Use these notes to create a short response to the prompt on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
90. It takes a lot of guts to stand up to someone you don’t know. It takes a courageous person to stand up to someone you 

know really well. In a detailed paragraph, identify a character from a story or a person you know from real life who 

demonstrated courage and then describe how this quality impacted others.  

Writing checklist: 

 Identify a character or real life individual who is courageous. 
 Explain how this quality impacted people around them. 
 Three  examples  
 Proper paragraph structure. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes to Remember 

 

Topic Sentence 

*Answers the question.  

*May include title and author, if provided  

 

Supporting detail #1 and explanation 

*May start with “For example,” or “For instance,” 

*May include “This shows that…” 

 

Supporting detail #2 and explanation 

*May start with “Another example,” or “Likewise,” or “Additionally,” 

*May include “This shows that…” 

 

Supporting detail #3 and explanation 

*May start with “Another example,” or “Likewise,” or “Additionally,” 

*May include “This shows that…” 

 

Closing/Wrap Up Sentence 

*Ties everything together 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 


